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WORKSHOPS 1946 


The Workshops for this year are planned for Green Lake June 
2-7 and Camp Galilee, near Mellen, August 4-9. 

As in previous years these Workshops are planned particularly 
for librarians from small libraries. Those from larger places will at- 
tend rather from the angle of a “refresher” course in fundamentals. 


Obviously there are this year some special opportunities. Every 
librarian engaged in county work or planning county extension 
should attend Mrs. Schenk’s course and gain from her wide ex- 
perience. Every children’s librarian will want to meet with Miss 
Beust. And later Miss Burr, with a fine background of children’s 
work and cooperation with schools in the Lincoln Library at Spring- 
field, Illinois, will have much for school librarians at Camp Galilee 
in the northern vacation country. 


At Green Lake Mrs. Gretchen Schenk, formerly state librarian of 
Washington, will have charge of the course in Library Extension, 
Miss Middleton will teach Cataloging for small libraries, Miss Nora 
Beust, of the Library Service Division of the U. S. Office of Educa- 
tion, will conduct the course in Children’s Work and Miss Reely will 
discuss Books. 

There will be plenty of time for conference discussions. The W. L. 
A. committee on State-wide Library Service will hold a special meet- 
ing during the week. 

At Camp Galilee Miss Davis will conduct a clinic for intensive 
study of the library extension possibilities in the counties represented 
at the Workshop, Miss Middleton will have the work in Cataloging, 
Miss Elizabeth Burr, who will join our staff in June, will lead a 
course in children’s reading and public library work with the schools, 
and Miss Reely will contribute her usual stimulating talks on books. 
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We hope many trustees will attend even if only for a day. We are 
anticipating a much increased attendance this year and have ar- 
ranged for more ample quarters for both meetings. Advance infor- 
mation about probable attendance is most helpful. 


WORKING HAND IN HAND 


“City, town, and county librarians have an excellent opportunity 
to work with people whose program aims at many of the same 
things library service seeks to attain. These people are the county 
farm agents and home demonstration agents. These agents work in 
a practical, cooperative way with all kinds of groups to improve and 
enrich community and home life. These men and women reside local- 
ly in each county and are members of the community. Experience 
has shown that they welcome heartily the cooperation of librarians 
who attend their meetings and supply books on subjects the group 
may be studying, or books just for recreation and enjoyment. Because 
their work is so practical, and because books offer practical, up-to- 
date information, the library program and the county agricultural 
extension program should work together, hand in hand.” 

—News Buttetin of Washington State Library. 


EASY ON THE EYES 


Wartime restrictions on bookmaking have resulted in many books 
hard on the eyes. Here are some suggestions from Massachusetts 
which will help you meet the frequent requests from readers who 
must consider sight saving. 





“Recent books in good print 
are available in both fiction and 
non-fiction. Three novels about 
families are Kathryn Forbes’ 
Mama’s Bank Account on which 
the current Broadway play ‘I Re- 
member Mama’ is_ based; 
Thorpe’s Reunion on Strawberry 
Hill, a warm chronicle of a fam- 
ily reunion; and Stuart’s Taps for 
Private Tussie, about a southern 
family and the numerous rela- 
tives who move in on them when 
they get some unexpected money. 
In fictionized biography there 


are Colver’s Mr. Lincoln’s Wife 
and Fast’s Citizen Tom Paine. 
Esther Forbes’ Johnny Tremain 
is a lively novel of Revolutionary 
days. Stories whose action takes 
place during the present war or 
about some phase of it are 
Greene’s The Ministry of Fear, 
espionage in England, and a most 
uncommon book; Hall’s Lost Is- 
land, telling what happened to 
the natives of a lovely Pacific 
island when the U. S. engineers 
took posession; Clements’ Cherry 
Harvest, a romance of the English 
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countryside; and Lincoln’s The 
Bradshaws of Harniss, a Cape 
Cod village in the early days of 
World War II. Two books of 
quiet charm are Laverty’s 
Touched by the Thorn, life in a 
small Irish village; and Singer’s 
This Festive Season, dealing di- 
rectly with the problem of intoler- 
ance to the Jews. Oregon is the 
setting for the Hawkins brothers’ 
Broken River in which rival log- 
ging companies provide action 
and romance; and pioneer Min- 
nesota is the locale for Wise’s 
Mary Darlin’, about a courageous 
girl who became a nurse and then 
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a nun. Hundred Towers, edited 
by Weiskopf, an anthology of 
Czechoslovak writing, and 
O’Hara’s Pipe Night, short real- 
istic stories, are good for pick-up 
reading. Among the mysteries are 
Daly’s Arrow Pointing Nowhere, 
Eberhart’s Wolf in Man’s Cloth- 
ing, Holding’s Net of Cobwebs, 
and Hocking’s Death Loves a 
Shining Mark. Westerns include 
Field’s The Smoking Iron, Fox’s 
Thorson of Thunder Gulch, Rob- 
ertson’s Gettley’s Gold and The 
Noose Hangs High.” 

—from Ciry Liprary Buttetin, 

Springfield, Mass. 


HOMEMAKERS’ READING PROGRAM 


Homemakers’ Clubs in 17 Wisconsin counties included the reading 
program Reading in the Home as part of their club work this past 


winter. 

Reports from librarians in sev- 
eral of these counties indicate its 
value to club members. 

From Rusk County, Mrs. Ruth 
Wieber, County Librarian, writes: 
“Five Homemakers’ groups have 
borrowed, and a good many other 
groups were already being served 
through books taken out by their 
communities. This program has 
stimulated interest in reading 
throughout the county and many 
of the women are coming direct 
to the library for their books. 
Many club members came in and 
suggested books to add to the list. 
Most popular are books about 
family life.” 

In Taylor County, Lillian 
Kaemmerer, Medford librarian, 


reports: “There are six Home- 
makers’ groups using this library. 
They have taken out 306 books 
since November for a two month 
period. These are circulating very 
well, according to reports, and 
many of the men are reading. 
Alaska books are in demand and 
current ones.” 

Activities in Wood County are 
told in a letter from Jessie San- 
ford, librarian at Wisconsin Rap- 
ids: ‘‘When the book list was sent 
to us last fall we had enough 
copies mimeographed so that we 
could give one to each member of 
the Homemakers in Wood Coun- 
ty. Miss Drollinger spoke at two 
of the county meetings, at Marsh- 
field and at Arpin, and presented 
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the list. Mrs. Byam spoke at Wis- 
consin Rapids, and I went to the 
meetings at Nekoosa and Pitts- 
ville. 

“The Homemakers of Wiscon- 
sin Rapids and vicinity did not 
get books as a group but quite a 
few individual members came in 
with their lists and used them as a 
basis for their reading during the 
winter. 

“The Nekoosa group came in 
and got books in groups of ten at 
a time, for one month. These were 
passed among the members. In 
this group we had some women 
who had never been to our library 
before, in fact didn’t realize they 
could have this service. 

“The Pittsville group asked for 
a box of books to be packed as a 
station and Mrs. Werner who 
lives right in Pittsville took the re- 
sponsibility for them, and the 
members of the various groups 
around Pittsville could come and 
get them from her. The selection 
of books has been changed twice, 
and when they were changing 
their library last Saturday, one of 
the members expressed a wish 
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that they might have a permanent 
station there.” 

Interest in books has been stim- 
ulated by Miss Reely’s reviews of 
new books on her radio program 
“Book Buyers’ Guide” at 10:30 
Monday mornings over WHA and 
WLBL, which follows directly aft- 
ar the Homemakers’ program. 

Homemakers’ Clubs have in- 
vited city and county librarians 
to give book talks at nearly thirty 
meetings in 10 counties. Library 
Commission staff members spoke 
on 9 county or district programs. 
In Rock County, which officially 
adopted the reading program as 
a county project, Miss Schrage 
and Miss Reely instructed two 
leaders’ meetings in methods of 
presenting a book program and of 
reviewing books. Similar instruc- 
tion was given in Fond du Lac by 
Miss Reely and Miss Davis. 

These methods outlined in 
Reading in the Home follow those 
used successfully in Winnebago 
County where Mrs. Mellie Ander- 
son, County librarian, takes books 
to Homemakers’ meetings and 
gives book talks.—E. D. 


WHEN A SALESMAN COMES TO THE DOOR 


When a salesman comes to your 
door selling encyclopedias, do 
you sign on the dotted line and 
wonder afterward whether you 
really got the buy he told you 
you were getting? 

Don’t wonder about it after- 
ward, find out before you sign 
your name to a contract. The Wa- 
tertown Free Public Library has 


on file the Subscription Books 
Bulletin. In this bulletin a com- 
mittee of the American Library 
Association gives an evaluation 
after an examination of the set. 
The set is checked against pre- 
vious issues and revisions so that 
one knows whether the set is ac- 
tually revised with plate revision, 
or whether here and there a par- 


May, 1946 


agraph only, or dates, have been 
changed. It is checked to learn 
whether new discoveries in every 
field are included as they come 
up. The authority of the men 
writing the articles, if it is an en- 
cyclopedia that has signed ar- 
ticles, is looked into; and, in cases 
where this is not done, the list of 
contributors and the _ editorial 
staff is checked for competence. 


It is checked for those hodge 
podge devices which catch a 
mother’s eye, but which can be 
bought more cheaply in another 
form and which have no place in 
any encyclopedia, i. e., cut outs, 
things to color, and games. 

To keep an encyclopedia to 
date costs money because it neces- 
sitates having an editorial staff 
checking constantly for articles 
which must be completely revised, 
and then, making arrangements 
with someone who knows the 
field to do this rewriting. A good 
encyclopedia has its pictures and 
plates and maps changed too for 
more in color, or in clearer and 
with more appropriate examples. 

A good encyclopedia is never 
cheap and a cheap encyclopedia 
is, more frequently than not, dear 
for the material included. 

Encyclopedias are issued on a 
number of levels of reading abil- 
ity. Some have short articles that 
a child can read and have pictures 
and diagrams to explain points 
the child could not otherwise un- 
derstand. Others include about 
four or five times as many articles 
and the articles are written by 
specialists, in a more scholarly 
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way using technical terminology. 
The Watertown Free Public Li- 

brary has on its shelves for use 

and examination: Compton’s, 

World book, the briefer, easier 

ones; and Americana, Britannica, 

New International, Catholic. 
—EwizaBetH Faser, in Water- 

town Times. 





From time to time the public 
library is able to offer helpful 
but rather unusual services to 
the patrons. Recently another 
rather interesting situation was 
met. 

One of the patrons was consid- 
ering buying a reference book 
which door-to-door sales persons 
were offering for sale. Instead of 
making the purchase immediate- 
ly, this person asked the librarian 
if there was available informa- 
tion on the exact rating and value 
of said reference material. She 
wrote to the Wisconsin Free Li- 
brary Commission at Madison, 
asking that they look up the 
information in the Subscription 
Book Bulletin (a periodical which 
gives thorough evaluations of 
reference books). 

On handing over the reply to 
the person who made the inquiry, 
the librarian noted his sigh of re- 
lief that he had not made the 
purchase too hastily. Why? Be- 
cause the material questioned is 
not up-to-date, not clearly stated, 
brevity of treatment, unevenness 
of revision, and in general a ques- 
tionable purchase for home, 
school, or library use. 

—Mayvyvittt News. 











70 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 


May, 1946 


NEW BOOKS 
A Selected List Edited by Mary Katharine Reely 


Basic Children’s List 


Easton, Anne Thaxter. Treasure 
for the taking. 1946. 248p. Vik- 
ing, $2.50. 028.5 


This basic list of books for boys and 
girls, from early childhood up to high 
school days, surplements the author’s 
Reading with children (BULLETIN, My. 
740). Provides a valuable checklist for 
the children’s collection in the library 
and should also be made available to 
parents, or to the boys and girls them- 
selves, who may enjoy making their own 
selections. 


See Booklist 42:241 Ap. 1 ’46. 


Philosophy and Religion 


Clark, Glenn. The way, the truth 
and the life. 1946. 179p. Harp- 
er, $1.50. 232 


A book for devotional reading consist- 
ing of the author’s commentaries on the 
Sermon on the Mount, the Parables, and 
on significant incidents or aspects of 
Jesus’ life. 


Cohen, Morris R. The faith of a 
liberal. 1946. 497p. Holt, $3.75. 
191.9 


This book of essays opens with three 
on Heroic figures in the liberal tradi- 
tion: Spinoza, prophet of liberalism; 
Three great judges—Holmes, Brandeis, 
Cardoza; and Einstein and his world. 
Other subjects are: The legend of Mag- 
na Charta; Socialism and capitalism; 
The Sacco Vanzetti case reweighed; Par- 
rington’s America; Liberalism and the 
Russian mind; The founder of Pragmat- 
ism; The future of American liberalism. 


See Booklist 42:241 Ap. 1 46. 
Spring, Howard. And another 


thing. 1946. 265p. Harper, 
$2.50. 230 


A book in which the author mingles 
memories from his boyhood experiences 
of religion in a small Wesleyan chapel 
in Wales with his mature thoughts on 
Christianity and its relation to war. To 
his mind there is no compromise. A book 
for thoughtful reading by an author best 
known in this country for his novel My 
son, my son. 


Social Science 


Beard, Mary R. Woman as force 
in history. 1946. 8396p. Macmil- 
lan, $3.50. 396 


Mrs. Beard takes exception to the 
theory held by most feminists that down 
the ages women have been in subjection 
to man and have only in very recent 
times become emancipated. Women, Mrs. 
Beard holds, have always played a part 
along with men in whatever has been 
taking place in any period, but you 
would never guess this from the histories 
written by men. The long legal discus- 
sion with which the book opens may dis- 
courage some readers who would find the 
remainder well worth while. 


See Booklist 42:242 Ap. 1 ’46. 


Brazeal, Brailsford R. The broth- 
erhood of sleeping car porters. 
1946. 258p. ilius. Harper, $8. 

831.88 


In addition to its contribution to la 
bor union history, this book has an added 
interest in relation to the position of 
the negro, showing how one group of 
workers achieved economic advancement 
through their own efforts. 


See Booklist 42:261 Ap. 15 ’46. 
Ernst, Morris L. The first freedom. 


1946. 316p. Macmillan, $3. 
338.8 


A book showing how freedom of 
thought is being increasingly endangered 




















May, 1946 WISCONSIN LIBRARY BULLETIN 71 


by concentration of control over radio, 
movies and the press. Author has been 
for many years the outstanding cham- 
pion of freedom of speech. 


See Booklist 42:220 Mr. 15 ’46. 


Forrester, Gertrude. Occupations; 
a selected list of pamphlets. 
1946. 240p. Wilson, $2.25. 

371.42 

Vocational guidance counsellors will 

be especially interested in this bibliogra- 
phy of pamphlet material. 


Hutchison, Keith. Rival partners; 
America and Britain in the 
postwar world. 1946. 202p. 
Macmillan, $2. 382 


Argument for the continuance of the 
friendly relationship which existed dur- 
ing the war, based on articles which ap- 
peared in the Nation. 


See Booklist 42:221 Mr. 15 ’46. 


Swing, Raymond Gram. In the 
name of sanity. 1946. 116p. 
Harper, $1. 341 


Book embodying the author’s series of 
broadcasts on atomic energy and its po- 
litical implications. 


See Booklist 42:242 Ap. 1 ’46. 


Dunlap, Orrin E. Radar; what 
radar is and how it works. 
1946. 206p. illus. Harper, 
$2.50. 621.38 


“With a definite popular appeal, this 
non-technical account of radar covers its 
invention, how it works, the drama of its 
wartime use, and its peacetime poten- 
tialities.”—Booklist. 


See Booklist 42:243 Ap. 1 ’46. 


Science and Useful Arts 


Lothe, Ada B., and others. The 
best from midwest kitchens. 
1946. 284p. Mill, $2.50. 641.5 


While there is no one type of cookery 
which may be called Middlewestern, the 
three Milwaukee authors who have com- 
bined forces to produce this cookbook 
have discovered many unusual dishes 
contributed by the various nationalities 
represented in our population. Intro- 
ductory chapters preceding each section 
make interesting reading and the work 
may well be added to the library’s col- 
lection of rather special cook books. 
Breta L. Griem and Ethel M. Keating 
are the two collaborating authors. 


Teale, Edwin Way. The lost 
woods. 1945. 326p. illus. Dodd, 
$4. 504 


Not exactly a sequal to Dune Boy, but 
closely related to it, this book of the 
later adventures of a naturalist, will ap- 
peal to the same readers. Beautifully 
illustrated with 200 of the author’s own 
photographs. 


Fine Arts 


Group, Harold E., ed. House of 
the month book of small houses. 
1946. 1388p. illus. Garden City, 
$2.50. 728 


Fifty-six designs for houses in the 
$5,000-$15,000 class, each design chosen 
by an organization which calls itself the 
Monthly Small House Club, Inc. Blue 
prints and building specifications can be 
obtained through the organization. The 
conventional cottage type predominates, 
although the “modern” note is also pres- 
ent. 


McCowan, Dan. Outdoors with a 
camera in Canada. 1945. 102p. 
illus. Macmillan, $2. 770 


A series of nature photographs, each 
accompanied by a one page description 
of the animal or plant represented. Some 
are quite familiar to us—the pasque 
flower, flicker, ruffled grouse—others are 
native to the region in which the pic- 
tures were taken, the Canadian Rockies. 
Published by Macmillan of Canada. 
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Walden, Howard T., 2d. Up- 
stream and down. c1938. 367p. 
illus. Macmillan, $3. 799.1 


These essays on trout fishing were 
originally published by the Derrydale 
Press in a limited edition at $10. Now 
in smaller format they are made avail- 
able at lower price. For libraries in those 
sections of the state where fishing is 
popular. 


Literature 


Daly, T. A. Late lark singing. 
1946. 61p. Harcourt, $2. 
811 or 821 


Humor and sentiment prevail in this 
selection of poems written since the pub- 
lication of Selected poems of T. A. Daly 
in 1936. Those who cherish his McAroni 
ballads will find a few additional selec- 
tions here. 


Dupee, F. W., ed. The question of 
Henry James. 1945. 302p. Holt, 
$3.75. 813 or 823 


A collection of 26 critical essays show- 
ing what writers from T. W. Higginson 
and William Dean Howells to Stephen 
Spender and W. H. Auden have thought 
of Henry James. 


See Booklist 42:160 Ja. 15 ’46. 


Gould, Kenneth and Coyne, Joan, 
eds. Young voices. 1946. 401p. 
Harper, $3. 810.8 or 820.8 


“A quarter century of high school stu- 
dent writing selected from the Scholas- 
tic awards.” (Subtitle) These short 
stories, essays and poems, selected from 
the pages of Scholastic Magazine, should 
serve as an inspiration to young writers 
everywhere and supply good material 
for high school English classes. 


See Booklist 42:197 F. 15 46. 
Helton, Roy. Come back to earth. 


1946. 69p. Harper, $2. 
811 or 821 
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From the contemplation of stellar 
space, this poet is happy to return to 
the here and now and to consideration 
of the simple beauties and joys of earth. 


Jones, Thelma. Skinny angel. 
1946. 334p. Whittlesey House, 
$2.75. 818 or 828 


Family chronicles continue to come. In 
this one the author tells the story of her 
parents and their life in a series of small 
denominational colleges in Minnesota and 
neighboring states. Chiefly, though, it is 
her mother’s story. Mother, who was 
plump, hoped that in the next world she 
could be “a skinny angel,” hence the not 
too apt title. In the meanwhile, in this 
life, she played angel to generations of 
impecunious students of afl races and 
nationalities. Somewhat fictionized, with 
localities disguised. 


Pitter, Ruth. The bridge. 1946. 
54p. Macmillan, $1.50. 821 


For the thoughtful reader who appre- 
ciates fine artistry in verse, there will 
be much of satisfying pleasure in this 
small volume from an English poet. 


History and Travel 


Beattie, Edward. Diary of a 
kriege. 1946. 312p. illus. Crow- 
ell, $3. 940.53 


With two companions the author en- 
tered a German town, thinking it to be 
held by Americans, only discovering their 
mistake when it was too late. So it came 
about that he had the unusual experience 
for a war correspondent of living inside 
German prison camps. His diary is only 
partially a diary in the true sense, for 
most of it had to be written up later. 
It is long, but serves to give an idea of 
the treatment of prisoners as well as 
glimpses of conditions in Germany on 
the verge of collapse. 


Clapper, Olive Ewing. Washing- 
ton tapestry. 1946. 303p. Whit- 
tlesey House, $2.75. 975.3 
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The wife of Raymond Clapper has 
drawn on her husband’s diaries and 
notes, as well as on her own memories 
for a book which is quite a bit above 
the level of the usual Washington 
small-talk. Recalls the Harding, Coolidge 
and Hoover administrations, but is chief- 
ly concerned with the Roosevelt era. Un- 
pretentious in style and generous in its 
estimates of people, reveals a pleasing 
personality in the author. 


See Booklist 42:210 Mr. 1 746. 


Clark, Sydney. All the best in 
Central America. 1946. 288p. 
illus. Dodd, $3. 917.28 


A practical travel guide, telling what 
to see and how to get there. Keeps in 
mind the necessities of the person who 
has only a brief vacation and must make 
time count, hence recommends air travel. 


Gould, Randall. China in the sun. 
1946. 403p. Doubleday, $3.50. 
951 


“Writing from a background of 20 
years’ residence in China as foreign cor- 
respondent and editor, Randall Gould 
clarifies many puzzling questions about 
Chinese people, politics and wars.” 
(Booklist) Special topics include: Kuo- 
mintang vs. Communism; Soviet Russia: 
friend or foe; Industrialism and the 
land; China’s new economic policy; 
Have Christian missions a China future? 


See Booklist 42:211 Mr. 1 ’46. 


Mian, Mary. My country-in-law. 
1946. 197p. Houghton, $2.50. 
914.46 


The author, an American who married 
a French sculptor, writes of her adopted 
country, and more particularly of her 
husband’s family, sturdy farming people 
who live in a rocky district of central 
France, not too unlike the author’s own 
New England. In the form of short 
sketches, some of which have appeared 
in the New Yorker, here is delightful 
reading about a France which has sel- 
dom appeared in the books. 


Perenyi, Eleanor. More was lost. 
1946. 278p. Little, $2.75. 
914.37 


The author, whose mother is Grace 
Zaring Stone, the novelist better known 
as Ethel Vance, was married in 1937 to 
a young Hungarian nobleman. This is 
the story of her life on his estate in 
what had been Ruthenia, at that time 
a part of Czechoslovakia. With remark- 
able adaptability she fitted into the 
strange life, learned the language and 
played her part in managing the estate. 
It all came to an end in 1940 when she 
made her escape to America. 


Thorp, N. Howard (Jack) and 
Clark, Neil McCullough. Pard- 
ner of the wind. 1946. 309p. 
illus. Caxton, $4. 917.8 


Jack Thorp was an easterner of polo- 
playing background who came west, 
worked as a cowboy, went into the cattle 
business and in every way adapted him- 
self to the life of the region till he be- 
came more native than the natives. He 
was one of the earliest collectors of cow- 
boy songs, wrote ballads himself, as well 
as stories of the west. In this personal 
narrative, presented here as told to his 
friend Neil Clark, will be found much 
of the authentic old west. 


Biography 


Adamson, Hans Christian. Eddie 
Rickenbacker. 1946. 308p. il- 
lus. Macmillan, $2.75. 921 


Eddie Rickenbacker’s career as a pi- 
oneer in the sport of auto-racing and in 
aviation, as well as in two wars, pro- 
vides material for an action-filled biog- 
raphy. The author was one of Captain 
Rickenbacker’s companions when they 
were cast adrift in the Pacific. Will in- 
terest older boys. 


Buckley, Jerome Hamilton. Wil- 
liam Ernest Henley, 1946. 234p. 
Princeton, $2.75. 921 
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Scholarly study of a poet whose popu- 
lar fame rests on one poem—his Invictus. 
Gives not only a more complete appraisal 
of Henley as a poet but also treats of 
him in relation to the literary and social 
movements of his time. For college and 
larger libraries. 


Burton, Katherine. According to 
the pattern. 1946. 252p. Long- 
mans, $2.50. 921 


“The story of Dr. Agnes McLaren and 
the society of Catholic medical mission- 
aries.” (Sub-title) When young Agnes 
McLaren decided to become a doctor, 
there was no opening for a woman med- 
ical student anywhere in Great Britain. 
For her training she had to go to France. 
After her conversion to Catholicism she 
devoted herself to the training of doc- 
tors for. the mission field. Interestingly 
written by the author of Sorrow built 
a bridge. 


Pope-Hennessey, Una. Charles 
Dickens. 1946. 488p._ illus. 
Howell, Soskin, $4. 921 


This English work is the first biogra- 
phy of Dickens since the publication of 
his collected letters which, the author 
states, “not only provide new biographi- 
cal material but throw new light on 
[his] temperament.” In treating of his 
books, she divides them into three 
groups: those written before his visit to 
the United States; those written after 
his return and before the separation 
from his wife in 1858; and those written 
after the separation. For medium and 
larger libraries. 


Roosevelt, Eleanor. If you ask me. 
1946. 156p. Appleton, $2.50. 
921 


Questions and answers selected, at 
least for the most part, from the au- 
thor’s department in the Ladies’ Home 
Journal, although a few of the questions 
from distinguished people were evidently 
planned. The subject matter is often 
trivial but there is a vein of common 


sense in the replies, together with un- 
failing good humor and good taste. 


Sassoon, Siegfried. Siegfried’s 
journey, 1916-1920. 1946. 
8338p. Viking, $3. 921 


Siegfried Sassoon, who was one of the 
anti-war poets of the first world war, 
has been writing a series of autobio- 
graphical volumes recalling the world 
in which he grew up, with its English 
fox-hunting background. With the pres- 
ent book he reaches the war years. He 
no longer writes poetry but has devel- 
oped a prose style of great distinction 
and the book will be of interest not only 
for its subject matter, which embraces 
a visit to America in 1920, but for its 
good writing as well. 


See Booklist 42:264 Ap. 15 ’46. 


Talbot, Beatrice Bill. And that’s 
no lie. 1946. 134p. Houghton, 
$2. 921 


An autobiography told at second hand. 
John Linehan came from Ireland some 
49 years ago and went to work for Mrs. 
Talbot’s husband, Dr. Fritz Talbot of 
Brookline, Mass. This is his story as he 
tells it himself, of his boyhood and youth 
in Ireland. His father was herdsman 
on a farm of 300 acres. Later the boy 
went to work as groom and jockey on 
one of the big landed estates in the hunt- 
ing country. Told with a real Irish fla- 
vor and will have a special appeal for 
all interested in horses and feats of 
horsemanship. 


Fiction 


Beresford-Howe, Constance. The 
unreasoning heart. 1946. 236p. 
Dodd, $2.50. 


Maureen Daly’s Seventeenth summer, 
the first book to receive the Intercol- 
legiate Fellowship award, had a kind of 
perfection as expression of youth. This 
successor, by a young Canadian writer, 
which is a more ambitious novel with a 
larger cast of characters and more com- 
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plex plot, will suffer somewhat in com- 
parison with the works of mature writ- 
ers, but nevertheless has interest as well 
as promise. Introduces an orphan girl of 
16 into a somewhat haphazard family 
very much dominated by the mother, a 
vigorous personality addressed by every- 
one, including her own children, as Fran. 
May well be added to the stories of fam- 
ily life. 


Bottome, Phyllis. The life line. 
1946. 352p. Little, $2. 


An English schoolmaster, who has 
spent vacations in Austria, joins the 
Austrian anti-nazi underground. To ob- 
tain important information he becomes 
a patient in a mental hospital by coun- 
terfeiting manic-depressive symptoms. 
Thereafter the action concentrates more 
on inside events in the hospital than on 
outside activities, and the appeal of the 
book will depend largely on the read- 
er’s interest in psychiatry. 


See Booklist 42:247 Ap. 1 ’46. 


Caldwell, Taylor. This side of in- 
nocence. 1946. 499p. Scribner, 
$3. 


A story of an upstate New York town 
in the mid-nineteenth century when in- 
dustrialism was beginning to invade a 
rural economy. At the opening, dashing 
Jerome Lindsay who has been leading a 
profligate life in the city comes home 
posthaste on hearing the news that his 
cousin and adopted brother Alfred is 
about to marry an adventuress and 
readers who like a highly complicated 
plot with plenty of emotionalized action 
will be interested in what follows. 


Dick, Isabel. Country heart. 1946 
3876p. Crowell, $2.75. 


Readers who recall Wild orchard 
(BULLETIN, Mr. ’45) will find here an- 
other satisfying story of the author’s 
native Tasmania, with an interlude in 
South Africa. Influenced by the year she 
had spent as a child in a farm home, 
Isabel Acton’s deepest desire is to own 
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a piece of the earth for herself. Even 
the years on the treeless veldt in South 
Africa and a marriage which doesn’t 
turn out too happily fail to discourage 
it, and the story ends with her return to 
the valley of her childhood where she 
finds peace. 


See Booklist 42:265 Ap. 15 ’46. 


Jones, Nard. Still to the west. 
1946. 268p. Dodd, $2.75. 


Story of the Pacific northwest cen- 
tered around the building of Grand 
Coulee dam. As a young girl Ellen 
O’Malley had been introduced to the 
Coulee by her vigorous old pioneering 
grandfather. Grown up and married to 
an unimaginative wheat farmer Ellen 
meets Dave Morse one of the builders of 
the dam and with her grandfather’s 
forthrightness and disregard for public 
opinion follows an unconventional course 
to get what she wants. Conventional 
readers may disapprove and with some 
justice! 


See Booklist 42:248 Ap. 1 ’46. 


Lewis, Janet. Good-bye, son, and 
other stories. 1946. 202p. 
Doubleday, $2. 


A collection of twelve stories of vary- 
ing interest but all notable for the ex- 
cellence of the writing. The title story, 
a novelette, in which a woman picks up 
a soldier hitchhiker who reminds her 
strangely of her dead son, is an unusual- 
ly successful handling of the superna- 
tural. Settings are around the Great 
Lakes and in California. 


Reyher, Ferdinand. I heard them 
sing. 1946. 266p. Little, $2. 


The old barber shop quartet comes in- 
to its own in this story of Ben Halper’s 
Tonsorial Parlor, through its evolution 
into a plain Barber Shop and final sub- 
mergence into a Beauty Salon. The story, 
which runs through three generations 
and mirrors the social changes incident 
to three wars, prosperity, prohibition, 
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drouth and depression, is told with hon- 
est sentiment and in Ben himself creates 
a character to be remembered. 


Richter, Conrad. The fields. 1946. 
288p. Knopf, $2.50. 


This book is a sequel to The Trees 
(BULLETIN Ap. ’40). The story takes up 
where that one left off, with Sayward, 
the woods girl who could neither read 
nor write married to Portius Wheeler, 
the Bay State lawyer, and goes on from 
that point to the building of a home, the 
clearing of the land, and raising of a 
family. The two books should be read 
in sequence. Together they form a per- 
fect whole. 


Children and Young People 


Atkinson, Margaret F. Care for 
your kitten. 1946. [56p.] illus. 
Greenberg, bds., $1.50. 636.8 


A practical book on the care and train- 
ing of a kitten, with some of the features 
of a gay and attractive picture book. 
Add it, either to the Mother’s shelf, or 
to the books for 3d-4th graders who can 
read for themselves. 


Bannon, Laura. Red _ mittens. 
1946. [30p.] illus. Houghton, 
$1.50. 


The red mittens supply the only touch 
of color in the black and white illus- 
trations which accompany this little 
story. The story, of how the mittens were 
lost, and found again in a very surpris- 
ing place, is pleasing. The pictures are 
striking and except for the introduction 
of one of those fantastic wild-eyed cows, 
they suit the mood of the story. 


See Booklist 42:267 Apr. 15 46. 


Brown, Margaret Wise. The little 
fireman. c1938. [35p.] illus. W. 
R. Scott, bds., $1.25. 


A new edition in somewhat larger for- 
mat of a picture book published first in 
1938. Carries out the Big-Little idea 
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adopted later for her book The little 
fisherman (BULLETIN Ja. ’46). 


Coatsworth, Elizabeth. The won- 
derful day. 1946. 126p. illus. 
Macmillan, $2. 


The fifth of this author’s series of 
Sally ‘books comes back to Five bushel 
farm after some rather fantastic ad- 
ventures in foreign lands in the pre- 
vious book, The white horse. There is 
adventure in this also, involving an ex- 
citing ride on horseback to save the farm 
for Uncle Joseph. There is a hint of 
budding romance too, for Sally and Andy 
are growing up. 


Cook, Marion Belden, ed. Chil- 
dren of the U.S.A. 3 v. 1945-6. 
illus. Silver Burdett, $1.40 ea. 


A set of three books devoting a story 
to each one of our 48 states, the District 
of Columbia, and seven territories (Alas- 
ka, Hawaii, Philippines and others.) The 
stories have been written especially for 
these volumes by authors chosen as hav- 
ing some personal association with the 
locality covered, the contents appor- 
tioned as follows: Stories from the East 
and North (BULLETIN Ja. ’46); Stories 
from the South; Stories from the West. 


Gould, Jean. Miss Emily. 1946. 
220p. Houghton, $2.50. 


Although sufficiently fictionized to be 
called a novel, this book for older girls 
keeps close to the facts of Emily Dick- 
inson’s life. Stresses family life, youthful 
pleasures and friendships as well as Em- 
ily’s independence of mind. Is well writ- 
ten and will serve as a good introduction 
to her poetry. 


Harris, Laura. Heydays and holi- 
days. 1946 [62p.] illus. Gar- 
den City, bds., $1. 394 


The heydays are such special occa- 
sions as birthdays or the day the circus 
comes to town. These, together with our 
regular holidays, including the principal 
Jewish festivals, are given brief treat- 
ment in this gay book. 








